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The CRISPR (clustered regularly interspaced short palindro-
mic repeats) family of prokaryotic repeats, in conjunction with a 
large group of CRISPR-associated protein families (referred to 
as the CASS system), constitute a prokaryotic defence system 
against infections from extrachromosomal elements analogous 
to the small interfering RNA system in eukaryotes. The CRISPR-
associated RAMP (Repeat Associated Mysterious Proteins) 
module is a set of six proteins with representatives in all CASS 
subtypes, predicted to be involved in RNA binding. Here we report 
the purification and initial functional and structural study of the 
RAMP protein complex in Sulfolobus solfataricus.


